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This edition is all about North American Coyotes otherwise 
known as Canis latrans. The incredibly intelligent and adaptable 
member of the Canidae family now lives in 49 of the 50 states.  No 
one knows for sure how many coyotes live in Nevada.  The Nevada 
Department of Wildlife  (NDOW) has estimated between 250K 
and 750K coyotes reside in Nevada. This is quite a range of 
numbers, and it is unclear as to why there is not a more definitive 
population number. Another agency, Wildlife Services (part of 
USDA), has data estimating around 55K to 100K coyotes live in 
Nevada. The publication Sierra Nevada Ally,  in a May, 2019 article 
on “pest” control and M44 devices reported that there were 100K 
coyotes in Nevada. The bottom line is that the numbers of coyotes 
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in Nevada are unknown and it appears that the entities entrusted 
to know about wildlife do not have the data.

In Nevada as well as other parts of the country, 
anthropomorphism,  along with a lack of will and knowledge on 
how to live with wildlife, have turned the subject of coyotes into 
something controversial. But for those of us who love wildlife as 
they are, and for those of us who know how to live with wildlife, 
we can appreciate the keen minds, agile bodies, and wonderful 
vocalizations of the “Song Dog.”

One can find information about coyotes just about anywhere. 
For scientific and accurate information, one of the most 
definitive organizations in the country is Project Coyote, a national 
non-profit organization whose mission to promote compassionate 
conservation and coexistence between people and wildlife. Here is 
the link to their excellent website:

www.projectcoyote.org

On the Project Coyote website you can find facts about coyotes 
based on research.  Here are few fascinating facts: there are 19 
different subspecies of coyotes in North and Central America; 
coyotes are omnivores; coyotes have been known to pair up for 
several years or even for life; and urban coyotes hunt mostly at 
night, whereas in non-urban areas coyotes also hunt during 
daylight hours.

Coyotes are important to the ecology of our country. According to 
Project Coyote, coyotes help to control rodents. Of course, this 
natural rodent control could help to reduce toxins used for so-
called “pests,” which in turn helps with the accidental killing of 
non-target animals.  Coyotes help to control rabbit populations, 
which is important for anyone who has ever tried to grow food 
commercially or even in an open neighborhood yard. Coyotes also 
help to control mesocarnivore and feral cat populations which in 
turn may help with bird populations and biodiversity.  Coyotes play 
an important part in both the natural and domesticated worlds 
around us. Project Coyote has created partnerships with farmers 
and ranchers who can benefit from coyotes and also protect their 
crops and livestock at the same time in “peaceful coexistence” 
projects. 
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The urban and suburban coyote is much maligned due to the 
reported loss of pets. A study from CSU Northridge and the 
National Park Service published in PLOS One, cited in the National 
Parks Traveler, March, 2020, and cited again in the Smithsonian 
Magazine, March, 2020, studied the scat of both urban and 
suburban coyotes. The findings indicated that for urban coyotes,  
evidence cats were eaten was found in 19.8% of scat analyzed. For 
suburban coyotes, evidence of cats eaten was found in 3.9% of scat. 
Evidence that dogs were eaten was found in less than 1.5% of urban 
coyote scat and was basically nonexistent in suburban coyote scat. 
Despite all of the domestic animals in urban and suburban 
communities it appears the coyotes are interested in eating other 
available items as well as their natural diet. The  ascribing of 
certain negative human traits to the coyote (anthropomorphism) 
around the pet issue has led to needless culling of this iconic 

animal. Project Coyote has also held nationwide educational 
activities for pet owners to keep their pets safe in areas where 
there are coyotes. 

Native Americans have long documented the coyote’s behaviors. 
This includes documenting the relationship that sometimes 
exists between coyotes and badgers. Reports that coyotes and 
badgers facilitate each other’s hunts have also been mentioned in 
field guides such as Animal Tracks, as well as other outdoor guides. 
On February 5, 2020 National Geographic published an article on 
the “mutualism” between coyotes and badgers, including citing a 
video that was taken near the San Francisco Bay Area of a coyote 
and badger walking together in a culvert, appearing perfectly at 
ease. Apparently, any animal the coyote chases down a hole, the 

badger is able to capture and eat. In turn, any animal the badger 
digs up, the coyote is able to chase and eat.

In the US the coyote is slaughtered by humans at a staggering 
rate. The coyote has a natural predator, the wolf, but wolves are 
absent in most states due to human interference. In Nevada alone 
it is estimated from data obtained from state and federal agencies 
that at least 8,000 coyotes are killed every year. Once again, 
specific data is difficult to find and it has been noted by this writer 
that the various agencies responsible for wildlife do not report the 
same data. The “management” of coyotes is a controversial issue as 
the State of Nevada is required by statute to use 80% of the $3 
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predator fees (collected from hunting licenses) to kill thousands of 
predators in NV. The killing of coyotes (and other wildlife) is 
supposed to help increase herds of game animals so that hunters 
will have more game animals to kill. In addition to the predator 
killing programs by the State of Nevada and USFWS, coyotes can 
be legally trapped or killed 365 days a year. There are not any 
seasons nor any bag limits. The killing projects in Nevada do not 
appear to be based on any kind of scientific method that is peer 
reviewed or considered a best practice. 

What is especially troubling about all of this “management” that 
uses public money to destroy public property, is that these killing 
activities can actually increase the populations of coyotes, keeping 
the killing cycle going. Fortunately the public is starting to catch 
on to this waste of money, and to question this destruction of 
wildlife that belongs to all of us. However, change at the Federal as 
well as State level has been minimal despite this public awareness.

Wildlife killing contests especially target coyotes. Per Fauna T. 
from Project Coyote, there are at least 50 coyote killing contests in 
NV every year. The number of contests is difficult to determine 
because no state or federal agency is monitoring them, even 
though they occur on public land and involve publicly owned 
wildlife. Advertising for the killing contests is often done on 
private social media pages. Proponents of the contests often report 
that these killing contests are social traditions that need to be 
preserved. Proponents even report they are helping neighborhoods 
save their pets and helping ranchers save their livestock. As 
previously indicated, there is research showing that indiscriminate 
killing of coyotes can actually increase their numbers. In addition, 
one theory proposed by those who want to end coyote killing 
contests (but needs further research) is that coyote killing contests 
could actually be driving coyotes into residential neighborhoods 
because the coyote family structures are destroyed by 
indiscriminate, random killing.

Proponents of wildlife killing contests report that people who are 
against these contests are anti-hunting. This erroneous argument 
draws in hunters who do not participate in killing contests as well 
as public figures who support hunting; the argument causes them 
to think that hunting is being threatened. However, it is well 
known that people who want to end wildlife killing contests do not 
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see the contests as hunting since the contests do not fit in with the 
hunting images and hunting models that the sportsmen proliferate. 
Nor do the killing contests follow fair chase guidelines or the 
North American Model of Conservation that is promulgated by 
hunters.

Several western states have recently passed legislation and 
regulation to end wildlife killing contests. Attempts to end killing 
contests have been made in Nevada with the most recent being a 
petition submitted in 2016. After a series of delays by the Nevada 
Board of Wildlife Commissioners, the petition was finally dropped. 
There may be another discussion at the Nevada Board of Wildlife 
Commissioners meeting in the near future regarding wildlife 
killing contests. Currently, there is some movement at the Clark 
County Commission (See March 2 agenda) to end killing contests.

*************************************************************************

A  tenacious animal advocate, Fauna Tomlinson works every 
day to help coyotes and other misunderstood and maligned wildlife 
throughout Nevada, California and the rest of the country. A 
resident of Tahoe, Fauna serves as a Project Coyote Program 
Associate, promoting the organization’s mission through social 
media and advocacy campaigns aimed at changing laws and policies 
regarding how wildlife predators are treated in North America. 
Her efforts promote understanding, respect, and appreciation for 
coyotes, wolves, bobcats, foxes and other wildlife. Her focus and 
driving passion to end the unjust treatment of wildlife has 
benefitted all animals and those who feel a connection with them.

Fauna has worked with numerous stakeholders and communities in 
promoting humane solutions to resolve human-wildlife conflicts. 
In addition to volunteering for Project Coyote, Fauna is a wildlife 
rehabilitator and serves on the advocacy committee of the 
California Council of Wildlife Rehabilitators. Fauna believes that 
concerned citizens can speak up and make changes in state and 
local policies that protect wildlife. She is grateful to have a flexible 
job that allows her time to volunteer and she states, “I have the 
most supportive, encouraging husband ever. None of this could be 
possible without him.”

Fauna describes the following current situation at Lake Tahoe:
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 “One coyote is killed every 15 minutes. This is a story about 
persecution, inspiration & true survival. Living wild, outdoors in 
the elements, hunting to survive is what coyotes do their whole 
lives. They don’t complain, they survive. May we listen to their 
stories and learn lessons as they live out their wild lives. In a Tahoe 
neighborhood in early December, a female coyote was legally shot 
with an arrow just for being a coyote.  

Yes, coyotes have no protection, no seasons, no bag limits; they 
can be killed 24/7 by any means possible for any reason. They are 
considered varmits. Not surprisingly, “Arrow,” is surviving with  
the arrow (with a fiberglass shaft) lodged in her shoulder.  
Fiberglass shafts splinter when they break so she has fragmentation 
of the arrow inside her. Her mate has been taking care of her, 
licking her wound, biting the arrow shaft shorter and shorter and 
hunting for her. This is a very common occurrence as coyotes mate 
for life and take care of each other. Those who study coyote 
behavior have not documented a cheating coyote, they’ve had 
plenty of chances, but unlike humans they are loyal mates.
It’s now February, Arrow has survived with an arrow in her 
shoulder for 2 months during some of the biggest snow storms 
Tahoe has seen.

The story doesn't end with Arrow, as her mate was recently seen 
with a dangling leg. Now Arrow will take care of her injured mate.
A week later “3 leg” was seen and his leg was completely missing. It 
must have fallen off. How did he lose his leg? An illegally placed leg 
hold trap? We will never know. The miracle of life goes on, as they 
were seen mating. It is mating season and soon Arrow and 3 leg will 
move into their den and give birth to puppies. Coyotes coparent. 
That’s why it’s important to leave the family (pack) intact so the 
parents have a chance to teach their young how to be good rodent-
hunting coyotes. Believe it or not, this is a positive story as most 
coyotes killed by humans are left suffering and die without anyone 
noticing. I hope this real life story gives you an insight into how 
hard it is for a coyote to survive. May it inspire you to join our 
pack and fight to end the endless persecution of our native song 
dog. Coyotes are an essential part of nature not a varmit.”
****************************************************************************

N evada folks take on the “Song Dog”:

“Coyote does her part to keep a healthy balance in the natural 
world. Her commitment to family reflects an ancient wisdom that 
our species has much to learn from. It is only in our best interest 
to let her do her job.” Jana H., Washoe County, via email, February, 
2021
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“I lost my cat to a coyote. It wasn’t the coyote’s fault. Knowing 
what I know now, the coyote was only trying to survive and now I 
keep my cats inside.” CT, Washoe County, conversation, January, 2021

“The majority of revenue that supports our Department of 
Wildlife comes not from hunting licenses, but rather non-hunting 
taxpayers (ecotourism and gun owners). With more Nevadans than 
ever taking to the great outdoors, among them are those who 
prefer to shoot animals with a camera and enjoy observing them. 
Sadly, due to “wildlife killing contests” being rightfully banned in 
contiguous states, organizers are now holding these unregulated, 
unsupervised activities in Nevada. They are not considered ethical 
hunting even by respected sportsmen. They’re not for sustenance 
and they’re not a means of wildlife management; in fact, they 
produce a counter effect since animal populations tend to increase 
in response. The contests are indiscriminate killing sprees for cash 
and prizes which also pose a threat to public safety; the majority of 
Nevadans oppose them and prefer to see our various wildlife 
protected for future generations to enjoy rather than destroy.” 
Annoula, Las Vegas, via email 2/13/21
****************************************************************************

T he Nevada Legislature is in session and most of us are closely 
monitoring the situation since no one can get in the building right 
now except for some press, elected officials and their staff. We 
need to be sure that any extreme bills relating to wildlife are 
addressed immediately. Keep up the monitoring and report 
anything you hear! SB78, SB125 are on the radar right now …..

F ollow up on the bear petition:
The Nevada Board of Wildlife Commissioners was not able to 
address the petition last month due to some procedural error (not 
on the part of the petitioner). The petition will be considered at 
the March meeting. As written in a previous newsletter the 
petition was straight forward, based on available data, and 
presented expertly. I know many of you wrote letters to support 
the petition - thank you very much!

T he Great Back Yard Bird Count occurred in February and was 
a part of the schedules of many Nevada Wildlife Watchers. Many 
have reported how fun it was and a good experience for children 
too.

Caron Tayloe is responsible for this newsletter. If anything needs 
to be changed or updated please let me know by emailing 
eniarr61@gmail.com. Thank you to Don, Fauna, and Stephanie!!
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Please go to parks.nv.gov and 
click on their outdoor survey at 
the top of the home page. In the 
comment areas of the survey 
where appropriate, identify as a 
wildlife watcher and be an 
advocate for open spaces where 
there is wildlife watching only 
and habitat restoration! Some 
folks have mentioned coming 
upon animals in traps right 
outside of parks. Let them 
know wildlife watching is very 
important to the economy and 
to public health.

mailto:eniarr61@gmail.com
http://parks.nv.gov

