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On August 4, 2020 what is known as the Great American 
Outdoors Act (GAOA) was signed by the President. This was a 
bipartisan effort and will ensure funding for National Parks and 
other public lands. It was seen as a win-win for many different 
groups including non-consumptive wildlife watchers, hikers, 
campers, sportsmen, the recreational equipment industry, and the 
list could go on.

But is the GAOA a win for wildlife? The funding ironically (or not) 
comes from fossil fuel revenues. The GAOA gained steam when it 
was made known that outdoor recreation was a boon to the 
economy.  What is a win for people is not necessarily a win for 
wildlife - as we have seen multiple times when people have access 
to public lands. Some historical examples include habitat 
destruction from off-road vehicles, fatally disturbing animal 
families as hikers seek that great photo, and over-hunting and over-
fishing. On the other side of the argument it is hoped people will 
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protect and support wildlife when they get to know, respect, and 
love it. Therefore greater access to wild/public lands is needed to 
keep wildlife in our thoughts to help with funding, habitat 
restoration, and the like. The arguments are complicated as most 
arguments about wildlife are. And benefits for wildlife? Parts of the 
GAOA are supposed to be used for habitat restoration and 
maintenance. As wildlife watchers we must maintain constant 
vigilance as to how we and others impact wildlife, while at the 
same time observing (and reporting!) the impacts these legislative 
acts like the GAOA may have on wildlife.

*************************************************************************

After 12 years of campaigning for reform of Nevada trapping law, 
Trish now turns to less adversarial ways to advocate for animals. 
She hosts a weekly radio program called “Bunny Huggers,” 
interviewing people who work for the benefit of animals and 
habitat. Her website trailsafe.org includes over one hundred 
reports from the public about their traumatic encounters with 
traps. The website also features her personal experience with 
various animals. The following is her take on raccoons, as she has a 
history of close, personal observation of this iconic species:

Can your dog or cat open bottles and jars, take apart a cage, zip a tent flap, 
ride your shoulder, follow you without training, faithfully use a self 
designated latrine, and laugh at you? To spend time with a raccoon is to be 
humbled and royally entertained. “He is perhaps the most intelligent, and 
certainly the most dextrous and adaptable mammal in N. America, barring 
only man himself.” - Dr. Leonard Lee Rue

Trish reminds us that despite the above, the raccoon is designated 
“unprotected.” The NV Department of Wildlife further designates 
raccoons “fur-bearers” because, “Some species can be hunted in Nevada 
without a hunting license, but a trapping license is required to trap them.” 
She also reminds us there is no scientific basis for this arbitrary 
categorization.

Trish reports that at the fur sale this year 9 raccoon pelts were 
auctioned. The average price for raccoon pelts was, a mere $5.50, 
which makes the label “fur-bearer” highly questionable.

Hundreds of Nevadans want to thank Trish for all she has done for 
wildlife - untold years and dollars spent to pass trapping reform 

2

Wildlife watcher profile: 
Trish Swain and the 

iconic raccoon

http://trailsafe.org


October 1, 2020

legislation. No other non-consumptive Nevadan/wildlife watcher 
has been as successful with direct legislation for wildlife as Trish. 

(Internet image of raccoon)

*************************************************************************

The Nevada Board of Wildlife Commissioners (NBWC) has a nine 
member board of individuals appointed by the Governor to serve 
as representatives of people and groups around the State who are 
considered stakeholders in the State’s wildlife. Wildlife watchers 
who are not sportsmen (non-consumptive) have only one 
representative on that Board of 9 despite non-consumptive 
stakeholders being the majority of Nevadans. The process of 
appointment by the Governor is not a democratic one, nor is the 
way the Board conducts itself with respect to the General Public. 
Although the Commissioners work very hard and donate untold 
amounts of their time to be on the Board, the process of making 
decisions about wildlife is based on many factors that include 
actual wildlife biology, the values and interests of each 
Commissioner, as well as reports presented by wildlife biologists 
and staff from NDOW, who may have their own personal and 
professional reasons for the information he/she presents. 
Sometimes the NBWC is responsive to the needs of wildlife but 
other times, they make decisions that are based on the whims of 
people. Sometimes these decisions are not well thought out and 
can be a detriment to wildlife. For example, the bear hunt was 
created in 2010 by the Commission strictly on the basis of “hunter 
opportunity” as there was not any (and still not any) scientific basis 
for the hunt. There has not been any evidence presented that the 
bear hunt has been good for wildlife. Despite the lack of science in 
starting the bear hunt, there needs to be a scientific reason to end 
the bear hunt, per statute! Wildlife deserves better decision 
making that takes many more factors into account other than 
“hunter opportunity.”

The argument about “whomever pays for wildlife gets to decide 
about wildlife” is long over since it is well known that wildlife 
watchers also pay and contribute in many ways. However, even 
today in Commission meetings, you will still hear that worn out 
argument as a basis for keeping decision making in the hands of a 
minority of Nevadans.
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Should decisions about wildlife even be a democratic process? 
Should all of these special interests (including wildlife watchers) 
make decisions? Or should decision making be left to independent 
biologists?  But can biologists be independent? When wildlife 
biologists report they rely on partnerships with consumptive 
special interest groups to help them with their work, lack of trust 
is seeded in the non-consumptive community. Many questions and 
few answers. If science is to prevail it must extricate itself from 
pandering to any human interests even if there is a risk of not 
being funded.

Wildlife cannot speak for themselves so who will represent them? 
Sometimes that representative is a wildlife watcher, sometimes a 
biologist, sometimes a hunter or a rancher who has observed 
something important. We need more people who actually speak for 
wildlife, and not just speak about how to get access to wildlife. At 
the present time the system is set up for just a few consumptive 
special interests to make decisions about wildlife. The current 
question, and the most paramount, involves the assessment of the 
processes through which consumptive special interests obtain 
unequaled amounts of power to make wildlife decisions despite 
being the minority of Nevadans.

*************************************************************************

“Daddy, I love the bats. Will the smoke hurt them?”  Heard at a grocery 
store Halloween display in Carson City September 12.

“The fire was in 2018, so two years now. The aspen is coming back in most 
areas but the mountain mahogany will take much longer to recover. The 
usual birds can be found in Lamoille when we have been there.”  An email 
from Elko, September 25.

“Most of us consider ourselves lucky to see a single bat, but Truckee 
Meadows residents have the rare opportunity to see thousands as they 
emerge looking for their evening meal. No, they are are not looking to suck 
our blood, but they are gobbling up mosquitos under the McCarran bridge 
and beyond. They are a much better pesticide than all of those noxious 
chemicals sprayed every year.” Valerie, Reno resident, September 20.

“Since I don’t live in the mountains anymore, wildlife is scarce….Went to 
Tule Springs Park and saw ducks, geese, turkey, peacock.” Stephanie, Las 
Vegas resident, September 28.
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Per an email sent out by the Center for Biological Diversity (CBD), 
the bipartisan, “Preventing Future Pandemics Act of 2020,” has 
been introduced. This bill addresses several aspects of the global 
wildlife market. Especially interesting is the fact that the United 
States is a major, voracious consumer of wildlife in the global 
wildlife market and this bill hopes to curb this atrocity. Stay tuned 
for updates from the various wildlife groups that are supporting 
this legislation. We should be contacting our Legislators regularly 
about wildlife issues and I encourage you to contact your 
Legislators about “Preventing Future Pandemics Act 2020.” Go to 
CBD’s website for their press release for the best information so 
far as well as links to Congress. FYI - Nevada has a law regarding 
wildlife parts and this law is challenged every year without 
consequence … but more on that later.

If anyone is interested in citizen science efforts for wildlife in NV 
please contact Caron Tayloe at eniarr61@gmail.com. 

Also:

We have moved into autumn already! I hope you all are doing well 
and that you have been able to get outside. My unforgettable 
summer experience was at dusk at the Truckee River under the 
McCarran bridge with thousands of Brazilian free-tailed bats above 
my head and four beavers in the water just below me. Very nice. 
Take care everyone, and VOTE on behalf of wildlife.

The content in this newsletter was created by Caron Tayloe except 
where indicated.  Thank you to Trish, Valerie, Don, and Stephanie. 
Feel free to pass this email on; to agree or disagree; but whatever 
you do protect and preserve wildlife (like you already do everyday!). 
Thanks for your commitment to Nevada’s wildlife.
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