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Happy Spring to all of those who hold wildlife so dear. 
Wildlife is out in abundance! In this issue we will discuss 
some of the “bluebirds” in Nevada; recognize a few reptiles; 
and see commentary by Trish Swain on the ranching aspect of 
the “regulatory capture” of our public agencies and 
lawmakers that continues to affect Nevada wildlife decisions. 

*******************************************************************

T his is the time of the year when birds are building nests, 
laying eggs and caring for their young. In Nevada we have 
several types of “blue birds,”  a term used for different species 
of birds. Here are just a few of the birds called “bluebirds”……
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Nevada Wildlife Watcher
 Steller’s Jay, Washoe County, February, 2021
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Mountain Bluebird - is the Nevada State Bird! You will 
seen this small and brightly colored blue bird throughout the 
State in a variety of habitats. Since they readily go to 
appropriately sized bird houses you may see them in your 
neighborhood. Mountain Bluebirds eat insects in the summer 
and berries in the winter.  For pics and info:

https://www.audubon.org/field-guide/bird/mountain-bluebird

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Mountain_Bluebird

Western Bluebird - photo to the left (Washoe County, 
2021). Another brightly colored small bluebird but with a 
rust colored chest who also likes appropriately sized 
neighborhood bird boxes in northwestern Nevada and 
southeastern Nevada. Like Mountain Bluebirds, Western 
Bluebirds eat insects and berries.  For pics and info:  

https://www.audubon.org/field-guide/bird/western-bluebird 

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Western_Bluebird 

Steller’s Jay - photo at the beginning of the newsletter. 
These black-crested birds are found in the far western, far 
eastern, and southern mountain parts of the State due the 
type of mountain and forest habitat they prefer. They are 
omnivores and per Cornell Lab they use mud to make their 
nests! For more info:

https://www.audubon.org/field-guide/bird/stellers-jay

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Stellers_Jay

The Scrub Jays - photo of California Scrub Jay to the left  
(Washoe County, 2021). California Scrub Jays are mainly 
seen in northwest Nevada with the very closely related 
Woodhouse Jays seen all over Nevada. These two species 
are very difficult to tell apart but there are differences, 
especially in the beaks. Pinion Jays fly in large groups and 
are seen throughout the State; they are not seen in urban 
areas as often as they are seen in places like Mt. Charleston. 
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Go to All About Birds (Cornell 
Lab) and Audubon sites for 
more info and great pics of the 
Scrub Jays.

https://www.audubon.org/field-guide/bird/mountain-bluebird
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Mountain_Bluebird
https://www.audubon.org/field-guide/bird/western-bluebird
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Western_Bluebird
https://www.audubon.org/field-guide/bird/stellers-jay
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Stellers_Jay
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      Above: Western Whiptail Lizard, Lincoln County, 2021

          Who is this amazing lizard? Cathedral Gorge, May 2021      
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Mountain Gartersnake 

Nevada/California State line 
about 6400 ft. above sea 
level. April, 2021.

Nevada reptiles are everywhere 
right now and we need to thank 
the Nevada Department of 
Wildlife biologists who have 
worked so hard to preserve 
these wonderful Nevada 
residents.
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************************************************************* 

A  Look at The Great Cultural Divide – Trish 
Swain May 7, 2021 

The Problem 

Wildlife advocates leave hearings shattered and 
bewildered. How could one side appreciate animals 
as sentient individuals deserving of protection, and 
the other side, in the words of Denzel and Nancy 
Ferguson, authors of Sacred Cows at the Public 
Trough: 

 “. . . seem to have a special hardness expressed as a 
diminished regard for life, creatures, and the designs 
of nature. . . unable to  fathom the sentiments of 
environmentalists, . . . “ 

Unfortunately, sooner or later the activist is 
convinced that we and the wildlife authorities are 
essentially from different planets. Many of us used 
to  think Nevada Board of Wildlife Commissioners 
(NBWC) and Nevada Department of Wildlife 
(NDOW) viewed their mission,  which sounds so 
humane and public-spirited, through our lens: 

“To protect, conserve, manage and restore wildlife and 
its habitat for the aesthetic, scientific, educational, 
recreational and economic benefit to citizens of 
Nevada and the U.S…”   

But a far narrower interpretation of their mission is 
what we get in practice. This is well documented in 
this March 2, 2021 article from the Nevada 
Current:  

“By law, Nevada’s nine-member Wildlife Commission, 
which has wide latitude to enact policy and spend 
money, must have five “sportsmen,” i.e. hunters, 
fishermen or trappers who have purchased a license 
in three of the past four years, one rancher, one 
farmer, one conservationist, and one member of the 
public.  Members are appointed by the governor. “ 
“The current composition of the Wildlife Commission is 
wildly out of balance with the population of Nevada,” 
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Commentary by 
Trish Swain

http://www.ndow.org/Our_Agency/


May 19, 2021

says Patrick Donnelly, State Director for the Center for 
Biological Diversity.”  

Thus, years of wrangling over trapping on public 
lands; wildlife killing contests; black bear hunting; 
hunting with hounds; lethal means of predator 
“management” – all causes that make intuitive 
sense to us, lead to frustration. We are dealing 
with a gaping cultural divide. 

By the time this is published, NBWC will have met 
on May 7- 8 to determine 2021 black bear quotas 
and  hunting  season  dates. Over the eleven-year 
history of this festering debate, it’s been proven 
the only reason to hunt black bear is to give 
somebody with a gun a corpse to mount or a skin 
on his floor. We’ll testify yet again, and demand a 
quota of zero,  but dare we expect any new 
results? 

Humane arguments don’t work. Proving we are the 
majority doesn’t work. Pointing out the biased 
nature of the system doesn’t work. Some of us 
give up. Others seethe with frustration, but keep 
trying. How else is progress ever made? And, yes, 
sometimes we prevail, and every victory is hard-
won. 

Jim Robertson  artfully vents ultimate frustration 
in his book: Exposing the Big Game:  

“Unless a severe blow to the head or some congenital 
brain disorder has rendered them incapable of feeling 
empathy, anyone who has witnessed the harrowing 
ordeal suffered by an animal caught in a leg-hold trap 
should be appalled and outraged that trapping is legal 
in a society that considers itself civilized.” 

History  

In an effort to understand, if not sway, our 
opposition, it may be helpful to look into the 
origins of the cowboy/rancher/trapper/NBWC 
mentality.  Protection of the cattle industry  
underlies the mindset and value system we are 
dealing with. 
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The  Nevada Board of Wildlife 
Commissioners did meet at the 
beginning of May and once again 
voted for a bear hunt for no 
reasons other than the desires 
and emotions of a handful of 
people who like to shoot bears 
after running them into 
exhaustion with dogs.  The next 
time you hear that hunters and 
trappers “follow the science” or 
that you, as an activist, are 
“emotional,” you can tell them 
about Nevada’s unscientific black 
bear hunt based on politics and 
irrational thinking that has 
nothing to do with conservation.   
(By C. Tayloe)
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For a definitive overview of the history of the 
cattle industry, I highly recommend the enormous 
tome (only comes in 13.35 in x 11.75 in)   Welfare 
Ranching : The Subsidized Destruction of the 
American West eds: George Wuerthner, Mollie 
Matteson.  

For openers, contributing author Christopher 
Manes  traces origins of cattle myths. Cattle 
worship existed since ancient times. Cattle were 
sacrificed to the gods and used as currency, as in 
dowry payments. Thus cattle became synonymous 
with wealth and manhood.  

Young men from cultures worldwide were cattle 
herders which allowed them to roam freely and 
develop a sense of invulnerability and privilege. 
This evolved into what George Wuerthner 
describes as the cowboy image, portrayed in 
movies, which present him as a “hero of 
competence, virility, freedom, integrity.”  
Americans prize this image. 

Cattle can be grazed on land unsuitable for 
farming.  Thus the spread of cattle industry 
influence in the arid west. Entrepreneurs flocked to 
the dry realm between the Sierra Nevada/Cascades 
and tallgrass prairie to the east which includes all 
the US official deserts one of which is  our  Great 
Basin. Here they found land free for the taking.  
From the 16th Century until the early 20th, cattle 
herds roamed freely. 

The negative results of centuries of unlimited 
grazing were: 

• soil erosion 

• degraded water quality 

• trampling and polluting of riparian areas 
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Let’s rethink the use of 
our public lands. Is one 
animal more important 
than another? 
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• spread of exotic weeds 

• loss of hundreds of native species as their 
forage was decimated. 

By 1903 the environmental damage was evident. 
Teddy Roosevelt called for regulation: 

“The general  lack of control in the use of public 
grazing lands has resulted. . . in overgrazing and the 
ruin of millions of acres. . . “ 

But Congress resisted regulations citing “freedom 
& democracy” and “States’ rights”  and opposing 
“Government meddling.” 

By that time, cattle industry influence was widely 
entrenched in society. This underlies the 
intractable belief system and sense of entitlement 
we meet today. 

• Government agencies – Agents live in 
communities which have resisted government 
control for generations. They cannot risk 
rocking the boat. During our trapping campaign, 
we found the same value system at the city, 
county, state and Federal levels. 

• Universities – Many here in the West are land-
grant institutions which were given an explicit 
mission to support agriculture. 

• Political office – Ranchers have deep roots in 
their communities. They don’t move as often as 
most Americans. This gives them name 
recognition. They also have flexible schedules 
and sources of income which permit them to 
take on part-time legislative or other 
government duties – which do not pay well. 

• Animals as commodities. From Sacred Cows at 
the Public Trough: 

“The cattleman’s  most prized possession, his cattle,  
must be viewed with cold, unemotional detachment – 
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The definition of anthropomorphism 
is when human characteristics or 
behaviors are ascribed to animals 
(Oxford, online). The term 
“anthropomorphic” is used 
repeatedly by wildlife agencies and 
hunting/trapping interests as a way 
to diminish concerns and statements 
by the non-hunting community.  
Wildlife watchers and activists do 
use anthropomorphism in their 
communications about wildlife. 
Wildlife watchers have noted how 
much the hunting community and 
even wildlife biologists use negative 
anthropomorphic terms with 
respect to wildlife. At Commission 
meetings in the last 16 months we 
have heard statements by the 
hunting community about how dirty 
pygmy rabbits are, how mountain 
lions and elk create damage, how 
beavers are polluters, and how 
coyotes are aggressive. 


Biologists have noted that some 
animals use tools and animals have 
cultures. Time to rethink the term 
anthropomorphism?


Stay tuned for the next newsletter 
where we will explore the use of 
anthropomorphism as a positive and 
negative force.
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they are destined to be slaughtered and replaced by 
others. Meanwhile, calves will be pulled at birth, with 
a chain and tractor if necessary,. . . each animal will 
be branded. . . males will be castrated. . . horns will 
be cut off. . . notches will be cut in animals’ ears. . . 
they will be lassoed, dragged, punched, prodded, 
beaten and driven. Any predators daring to approach 

within shooting distance will be promptly 
dispatched. 

“It seems a small wonder that cattlemen are 
unable to fathom the sentiments of 
environmentalists, or muster empathy for a 
rare and endangered species. . . Dollars are 
real; life and nature are transitory – to be 
used, recycled, and manipulated – not made 
into objects of affection.” 

Knowing this at least prepares us for 
the culture shock we will experience 
when we enter the halls of power to 
pitch our souls into campaigns for 
better lives for animals. And I must 
add my words are in no way a blanket 

condemnation of ranchers as people. 
Separating the deeds from the doers is 
sometimes difficult -  or maybe impossible 
when we’re faced with yet another example 
of heartless cruelty to animals - but it’s an 
ideal element in a strategy for social 
progress. 

************************************************************* 

C atching up with Activists and Others: 

• We just became aware of the death of Rev. Joan 
LaLiberte who died in a Nevada auto accident on Nov. 
12, 2014. A few meetings with her several years ago left 
a lasting impression. She was the priest at St. Mark's 
Episcopal Church in Tonopah. In early 2014 she 
emailed TrailSafe to say she was concerned about 
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Sign at the Thomas Creek/White’s Creek 
Trailhead in Washoe County, 2021.

https://www.idahostatejournal.com/news/local/ex-journal-staffer-later-episcopal-priest-dies-in-collision/article_c2e45fb4-70cf-11e4-b9eb-9babe8c4624a.htm
https://www.idahostatejournal.com/news/local/ex-journal-staffer-later-episcopal-priest-dies-in-collision/article_c2e45fb4-70cf-11e4-b9eb-9babe8c4624a.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Mark%27s_Episcopal_Church_(Tonopah,_Nevada)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Mark%27s_Episcopal_Church_(Tonopah,_Nevada)
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trapping and willing to testify in favor of tighter 
regulations. Fred Voltz and Trish Swain met the 
Reverend shortly thereafter in Tonopah on their way 
to a Las Vegas meeting. Reverend LaLiberte went to 
the June 20-21, 2014 Commission meeting in Tonopah 
and testified that she thought the 96-hour trap 
visitation law was extreme. Caron Tayloe said she 
remembers Reverend LaLiberte reporting we need 
trapping regulations so that we are not being 
unnecessarily cruel. A loss for our community and for 
wildlife. 

Thank You to the following wildlife warriors:  
• Patrick Donnelly of  the Center for 

Biological Diversity 
• Jeff Dixon of the Humane Society of the 

United States  
• Dave McNinch, Commissioner, Nevada 

Board of Wildlife Commissioners 
• Don Molde, Nevada Wildlife Alliance 
• Fauna Tomlinson, Project Coyote 

We hear that Commissioner Hubbs is leaving the 
Nevada Board of Wildlife Commissioners after the 
June meeting. A huge THANK YOU to Commissioner 
Hubbs for years of diligent work on the Board. 
Always outnumbered, and even criticized for her 
efforts, we will miss the courage and 
professionalism she brought to her position. 

Correction from March, 2021 newsletter: A corrected copy of the 
newsletter was sent out to readers to address the fact that Wildlife 
Services is a part of the USDA.

Thank you Stephanie, Fred, Trish, Don.

Caron Tayloe is responsible for the content of this    newsletter. 
Complaints, compliments, corrections can be sent to eniarr61@gmail.com 
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SAVE THE DATE 6/25 and 
6/26: The Nevada Board of 
Wildlife Commissioners will 
be considering a petition to 
end wildlife killing contests 
in our State. It is unclear if 
this meeting will allow public 
input by calling in or if there 
will be public input by 
appearing in person. Some 
activists plan to appear in 
person. In any case, a letter to 
the Nevada Board of Wildlife 
Commissioners is one way to 
help wildlife and to help to 
end killing contests in 
Nevada, one of the last 
western states to address this 
waste of resources. 

wildlifecommission@ndow.org  
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